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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) K Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Infomiation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/l\/lail Date . 



4) Q Interview Sunnmary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/l\^ail Date. . 

5) [H Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Tradennark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20040624 



Application/Control Number: 09/841 ,280 
Art Unit: 2157 



Page 2 



1. This action is responsive to the application filed April 24, 2001 . Claims 1-18 are 
pending. Claims 1-18 represent a method and system for extracting personalization 
information from web activity. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

3- Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bryant, U.S. Patent No. 6,286,046. 

Bryant teaches the invention substantially as claimed including a method and 
system for monitoring web-browsing activities (see abstract). 

As to claim 1 , Bryant teaches a method of gathering and storing a database 
containing selected content extracted from inbound Internet messages sent to a server 
from a client via the Internet, and from outbound Internet messages sent from said 
server to a client, said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a monitor interposed in the communications pathway between said 
server and said client and utilizing said monitor to perform the steps of (see fig. 2; col. 2, 
line 55, Bryant discloses that a monitor 40 is provided interposed between the client and 
server for intercepting messages): 
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receiving each of said inbound messages from a client and forwarding said 
inbound messages to said server (see col. 4, lines 50-60, Bryant discloses that the 
monitor fonA/ards the communication sent from the client to the server), 

extracting a first selected set of data contained in predetermined ones of said 
inbound messages and storing said first set of data in a database, receiving each of 
said outbound messages from said server and forwarding each such outbound 
message to a client, extracting a second selected set of data contained in 
predetermined ones of said outbound messages and storing said second set of data in 
said database (see col. 5, lines 1-15, Bryant discloses that data communicated in the 
messages sent to from server to client are intercepted parsed analyzed and gathered 
and then forwarded), 

whereby said database is populated with information, which describes the past 
use of said server (see col. 5, line 3, Bryant discloses that a file is populated with 
gathered information). 

Bryant fails to teach the limitation of a gateway. Bryant does teach that the 
monitor 40 may run on a machine interposed between the server and client and that the 
monitor acts as a HTTP request/response fanA/arder that masquerades as the server 
and client (see col. 3, lines 55-60; col. 4, lines 55-60). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Bryant by specifying the monitor 40 as the gateway since the same 
functionality of fonA/arding HTTP request/response messages between the client server 
is achieved. 

As to claim 2, Bryant teaches the method set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
database is a relational database system which stores said first and second selected 
sets of data in addressable storage locations defined by a database schema (see col. 5, 
lines 1-10, Bryant discloses that a file is populated with gathered information). 

As to claim 3, Bryant teaches the method set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of 
receiving and forwarding each of said inbound messages is performed before or 
concurrently with said step of extracting data contained in predetermined ones of said 
inbound messages (see col. 5-7). 
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As to claim 4, Bryant teaches the method set forth in claim 3 wherein said step of 
receiving and forwarding each of said outbound messages is performed before or 
concurrently with said step of extracting data contained in predetermined ones of said 
outbound messages (see col. 5, lines 1-25). 

As to claim 5, Bryant teaches the method set forth in claim 1 further including the 
step of accepting configuration data which identifies said first and said second sets of 
data (se col. 5, line 1). 

As to claim 6, Bryant teaches the method set forth in claim 2 further including the 
step of accepting configuration data which identifies said first and said second sets of 
data and corresponding addressable storage locations defined by said database 
schema for storing said first and said second sets of data (see col, 5-7). 

As to claim 7, Bryant teaches the method set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of 
receiving each of said inbound messages from a client and fonA/arding said inbound 
messages to said server includes the step forwarding selected ones of said inbound 
messages to a second server, and wherein the step of receiving outbound messages 
from said server includes the step of receiving outbound messages from said second 
server (see col. 8, lines 55-65). 

As to claim 8, Bryant teaches the method set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of 
receiving each of said outbound messages from said server and forwarding each such 
outbound message to a client includes the step of inserting client identification data into 
said outbound message before said outbound message is forwarded to said client (see 
CO. 4, Bryant discloses that SSL is used for communication). 

As to claim 9, Bryant teaches the method set forth in claim 8 further including the 
step of accepting cookie configuration data from a user, and wherein said step of 
inserting client information into said outgoing method is performed only on selected 
messages identified by said cookie configuration data (see col. 5, lines 1-10). 

Claims 10-18 do not teach or define any new limitations above claims 1-9 and 
therefore are rejected for similar reasons. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saleh Najjar whose telephone number is (703) 
308-7613. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 6:30 to 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne, can be reached on (703) 308-7562. The fax phone number for 
this Group is (703) 308-9052. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-9600. The central official fax number for the group is (703) 872-9306. 




Saleh Najjar 

Primary Examiner/ Art Unit 2157 



